
many weeks since, I saw a case of intermittent fever in the fifth month
of gestation. I prescribed quinine and opium. The case went on well,
but relapsed, with some signs of abortion. I was called, but illness pre-
vented my attendance, and another was sent for, who prescribed qui-
nine alone, and abortion resulted. Not long since, I mentioned my con-
victions to my friend, Dr. Wm. Martin, of this county. He had long
entertained a like opinion, and was glad to find a talesman. Dr. Martin
related a case to me, in which the same agent produced a profusion of
catamenial discharge in remittent fever ; the discharge abating when the
medicine was suspended, and vice versa. This conclusion of my friend
I can verify in many cases.I am so thoroughly convinced of the abortive tendency of the medi-cine, that 1 never prescribe it but in combination with full doses of
opium or some of its salts. How far this opinion is prevalent in the
South, I am not able to determine, but I feel convinced there are many
practitioners who can bear testimony to it if they will refresh their me-
mories a little. I would not say it will invariably induce abortion ; no
agent will do it ; but I am sure it should be cautiously administered in
intermittent fever when pregnancy exists. In haste, truly yours,

H. A.
Thompson,Thompson, Geo., Oct. 20, 1853.

FLY POISON.

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.
Sib,—In the Journal of the 26th of October, i observe a communica-
tion from Dr. C. B. Galentine, in which he speaks of a case of poisoning
by " fly poison (cobalt)," as though this substance were really cobalt. The
fly poison or cobalt oj the apothecary's shop is metallic arsenic, and does
not contain a particle of cobalt. It acts as a poison by becoming oxidized,
and subsequently dissolved in the water in which it is placed. M. C. G.
Gmelin states that the salts ofcobalt act like the irritant poisons. Chris-
tison, in his work on Poisons, does not mention cobalt, but devotes a sec-
tion to the fly powder of your correspondent.
Cambridge, Oct. 31, 1853.

ON DISEASES OF THE SKIN, WITH ESPECIAL REFERENCE TO THEIR
CONSTITUTIONAL ORIGIN AND TREATMENT.

BY THOMAS HUNT, ESQ., F.R.C.S., SURGEON OF THE WESTERN DISPENSARY FOR DIS-

EASES OF THE SKIN.

There are four conditions of the system which may be regarded as the
proximate cause of chronic eruptions, of which two consist of impaired
or abnormal vascular action, and two of a vitiated state of the blood ;
and it is also possible that, together with abnormal vascular action,
there may be present a vitiated condition of the circulating fluids. Many
valuable indications in the treatment of skin diseases may be derived
from a diligent study of these various morbid conditions of the system.
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In the observations which follow, 1 wish to be understood to be speak-
ing of cutaneous diseases uncomplicated with existing organic disease
of the viscera, although some of them may consist with disordered or
deficient action in some important organ or organs.
1. There is a large class of cutaneous affections which simply depend

upon impaired vascular action of the capillary system, or a generally
languid circulation. These exhibit various forms of eruption, but in
all of them the health appears tolerably sound, although it often happens
that the bowels are torpid. Prurigo is the most common form of erup-
tion, but lichen and pityriasis occasionally depend on a similar cause.
The distinguishing character of the eruption is that of dryness ; neither
serum nor purulent matter are contained in the pápulas. The general
signs are a weak and slow pulse, a pallid skin, impaired appetite, and in-
tolerance of cold and heat. The beat of the heart is generally feeble,
and the respiration slow. In cold weather the extremities cannot be
kept warm. Papular or scaly diseases, depending only on this state of
the circulation, will sometimes yield to warm baths of fresh water, and
warm aperients, with a generous diet. These failing, the chloride of
arsenic 1 have found to be the best remedy. The chloride of arsenic
is a preparation not much known to the profession, but it has long been
used by a few practitioners under the name of De Valangin's " solution
of solvent mineral." I had the pleasure of bringing this medicine before
the notice of the profession a few years ago, in a paper published in the
Transactions of the Provincial Medical and Surgical Association, in
which, on the testimony of Dr. Webster, ofDulvvich, and of other practi-
tioners, I described it as a very eligible preparation. Since then, 1 have
had the satisfaction of seeing it introduced into the London Pharmaco-
poeia, under the cognomen " liquor arsenici chloridi." I have been, oflate, so much pleased with this medicine, that for more than twelve
months past I have never once prescribed Fowler's solution, which is cer-
tainly much more liable to decomposition, and is, therefore, in some degree,
uncertain in its effects. It should be noted, however, that the dose of the
liquor arsenici chloridi is not from three minims to ten, as it is described
in our rudimentary works on pharmacy, but from ten minims to twenty,
three times a-day. I have found twelve minims about equivalent to five
of Fowler's solution. It seldom or never irritates the bowels, especially
if administered with or immediately after a meal. It is scarcely neces-
sary to adduce cases illustrative of this simple plan of treatment, but
these are the cases in which arsenic is most useful and best borne by the
patient. After a time it infuses a sense of warmth into the extremities,
and a general glow over the whole surface ; when this is effected, the
disease more or less rapidly subsides.
2. Increased momentum in the circulation of the blood, with or with-

out local congestion, is a more frequent proximate cause of disease of the
skin, than the opposite condition. The more severe forms of lepra and
psoriasis,«as well as of lichen, are frequently (not invariably) associatedwith this state of the circulation, but the more usual form of eruption is
eczema. When this disease becomes unusually severe and persistent,
»t will generally be found that there are symptoms indicative of increased
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vascular action, and some degree of congestion in the larger viscera.
The pulse is remarkably firm and incompressible, and remains so after a
very considerable amount of depletion has been practised, which, so farfrom reducing the strength of the patient, very usually increases it, ren-
dering him more lively and active, and capable of an increased amount
of labor without fatigue. I am the more anxious to note this, because
it is becoming the fashion to decry depletion, and many otherwise excel-
lent practitioners use it with the extreme of caution, and appear to have
no satisfactory means of measuring its amount, and adapting it to the
case. It is indeed but in a small proportion of cases of skin diseases
that active depletion is required. Very frequently tonics and a liberal
scale of diet are the things most clearly indicated ; yet there are numerous
cases, especially in the order vesícula, in which the torments of the pa-
tient cannot be relieved but by a free abstraction of blood, a severe ad-
ministration of purgatives and antimony, and a very restricted diet ;
and this system must be pursued without regard to any limits but those
indicated by the pulse and the skin, and the general tone of the system.
In these cases relief follows depletion, as a spring rises when a load
is removed. The features, which are generally dull and heavy, and of
a dingy hue, become bright and clear as the treatment proceeds, and the
patient frequently remarks that he finds himself stronger on bread and
water than he was on meat and beer. During the earlier stages of the
treatment the disease often becomes worse, every dose of medicine ap-
pearing, as patients express it, " to throw it out ;" but it at length sub-
sides rapidly, and gets well either spontaneously or under the influence
of alteratives.
Case I.—Mrs.P-, aged 40, applied at the dispensary on the

18th of March, 1853, having suffered severely for six months with a

vesicular eruption on nearly all the fingers of both hands, which rendered
her almost helpless. She had been the subject of this disease occa-
sionally for twenty years, and always suffered most during the period of
lactation. She is nursing an infant a few months old. Her pulse is rapid
and her skin hot, but she calls herself tolerably well. Some pills were
given her, consisting of aloes, colocynth, cambogia and blue pill, to be
taken every alternate night, and a saline aperient, with half a grain
of the potassio-tartrate of antimony, three times a-day. No beer or
meat allowed.
March 29th.—She has taken her medicine regularly ; but the erup-

tion has increased in extent and severity ; the discharge has formed hard
crusts ; the fingers are swollen, and the itching is tormenting. Skin
still hot, and pulse frequent and firm. Leeches to be applied to the
fingers, and the medicine and diet to be continued.
April 29tli.—She has lost her infant from some inflammatory attack ;

was relieved by the leeches, but is costive ; has neglected her medicine
while nursing her sick child. Resume the medicine.
May 20th.—No improvement ; appetite failing ; catamenia present.

Continue the medicines.
27th.—Fingers much worse. Repeat the leeches and continue the

medicines.
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June 3d.—Much relieved ; health improved. Continue the medi-
cines.
10th.—The hands are better, but the eruption has attacked the face

and tarsi ; complains of giddiness. Six leeches to be applied Jo the
temples ; continue the medicines.
17th.—Less giddy ; catamenial flow profuse ; feels very weak. Take

a grain of beberine three times a-day dissolved in water.
24th.—Face and bands worse ; health better, but weak. Continue

the beberine, with purgatives.
July 1st.—Better and stronger; skin improving. Continue the medi-

cines.
August 2d.—She has had one or two boils, and is now suffering from

an attack of epidemic diarrhcea ; eruption nearly well. Take a dose of
calomel and rhubarb, and continue the mixture.
16th.—Quite well ; feels better and lighter than for many months ; is

much reduced in flesh, but not in strength. No external application was
used except cold wet rags.
Case 11.—M.B-, a female servant, aged 28, of a spare habit,

presented herself at the Dispensary, July 6th, 1852, with an eczematous
eruption on the hams, legs, arms and neck, which had existed about
twelve months, but had much increased for the last four or five weeks.
Her occupation as a cook renders the disease almost intolerable, as every
approach to the fire aggravates the itching. She complains of being
very weak, but the bowels are always constipated ; she is otherwise in
good health. A dose of compound rhubarb pills every other night, and
two drachms of sulphate of magnesia, with half a grain of quinine, three
times a-day.
July 13th.—Skin improving, but the bowels constipated. Compound

colocynth and blue pill every night.
Under the action of purgatives she rapidly improved, but the disease

returned with increased severity several times. Leeches, purgatives
and antimonials, with a rigid diet, were at length found to be the only
remedies available ; and after ten months of this treatment, in which an
active purgative was taken every other night, for the whole period, she
was discharged with a sound skin, in improved health, and complaining
much less of weakness than when the treatment was first commenced.
It is quite possible that in this case the blood might have been rendered
impure by the absorption of faecal matter ; but the cases of acute ecze-
ma complicated with constipation, and yielding to purgatives, are extremely
common both in children and adults. Sometimes a chronic form suc-

ceeds, which requires the chloride of arsenic, but a large majority are
found to yield to the depletion long-continued, and somewhat unspar-
ingly administered. In many of these cases the patient appears feeble,
looks pale, complains of weakness and lassitude, and has been improving
his diet in order to gain strength. The pulse, however, is generally full
and strong, and after a full bleeding, with doses of calomel, purgatives,
and antimonials, the patient will often express himself as feeling stronger
than he has done for months. There is, in these cases, a condition of
pyrexia with diminished secretions, which is unnoticed by the patient, and
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unless the pulse is carefully examined, likely to be overlooked by the
practitioner. In fact, it is quite clear that in many instances it is over-
looked, for the patients have generally been treated with Plummer's pill,
iodine, and sarsaparilla, the state of the bowels (often loaded with hard-
ened faxes) having been entirely neglected. I may be allowed here to

say that the simple principle of successful treatment consists in regard-
ing the skin disease as not the thing to be treated, but simply as a signof something wrong elsewhere ; and when this is rectified by ordinary
treatment, the skin recovers immediately. The only difficulty in the
diagnosis is—that the patient complains of the skin only, and requires
to be questioned and cross-questioned before the real condition of the
constitution can be ascertained.
It remains to be observed, that nearly all the forms of cutaneous erup-

tion attended by the secretion and discharge of serous or purulent mat-
ter, will yield to this kind of simple treatment without arsenic, mercury,
or any other powerful alterative. On this point I have seen no reason to
alter the opinion I published six years ago, that " by rectifying what is
obviously'wrong in the general system, we put the patient into a con-
dition in which the local disease has a chance of getting well ; and
sometimes this is all we have to do ; the vis medicatrix natura will ac-
complish the rest." These few words present the ouline of all I shall
have to advance in these papers ; but as, by reason of their fewness,
they have been overlooked by hasty readers, by whom 1 have been ig-
norantly charged with administering arsenic indiscriminately, and by
holding it out as a " panacea in skin diseases," I deem it a duty I owe
to myself, as well as to the profession, to illustrate by cases, what it was
I wished to be understood by the phrase, " rectifying what is obviously
wrong in the general system," particularly as in that phrase is compre-
hended all that is requisite in the treatment of the ordinary forms of cu-
taneous disease.—hondón Lancet.

OBSERVATIONS UPON LIPOMA OF THE NOSE.
BY SAMUEL G. WILMOT, M.D., DUBLIN.

Tumors of the simplest nature become the subject of surgical operation
either from their interfering with important parts, from the inconve-
nience of their position, or from their unsightly or disfiguring appearance.
For the two latter reasons, that curious growth from the nose which has
received the name of " Lipoma " especially demands an operation for
its removal. These tumors, growing from the extremity and alae of the
nose, when they acquire a large size hang downwards, disfiguring the in-
dividual so remarkably that he is compelled to observe the strictest re-
tirement as the only means of screening himself from the unpleasant gaze
of the public, and particularly from the juvenile part of it, who are apt,
under such circumstances, to indulge their curiosity and risibility to ra-
ther a disagreeable extent.
But the annoyance arising from the disfigurement of a feature, the

perfection of which is generally admitted to be, perhaps, not the lesta
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